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Post-conference media release template

Please note that:

· This is an updated version of the template that appears in the guide, Making the Most of Global Student Forum.  It is intended specifically for use by students who attended the national GSF2011 conference in London on 28th June 2011 and incorporates a caption to go with a photo of students placing white ribbons on the figure of a young pregnant woman.

· The template is intended only as a guide and not a straitjacket. Re-write sections as you wish.

· You will need to add the picture taken of representatives of your school at the conference (or another suitable image – but if choosing an alternative, make sure you amend the caption).  You can  download your photograph via www.globalstudentforum.org/gsfphotos
<insert date here>

Attention: News Editor

For immediate release

MUM’S THE WORD FOR _______________ <insert name of your school> STUDENTS AT LONDON FORUM
A STAGGERING 99 per cent of pregnancy-related deaths occur in the developing world – and students from <insert name of your school> were in London this week to find out about the greatest health inequity in the world today.

‘Nearly every minute, a woman dies of complications in pregnancy and childbirth,’ said ' <insert name of student +age>. ‘We discovered that the vast majority of these deaths occur in the developing world. That cannot be right. What’s more they could be prevented with basic care and help.’

<insert name of student quoted above> was one of _____  <insert number of your schools students attending> from <insert name of your school> at the Global Student Forum (GSF) held in Westminster, London  this week (Tue 28 June 2011) (see picture attached).
'It is heart-breaking to find out that new born babies are up to 10 times less likely to survive if they have lost their mother in childbirth,’ said <insert personal quote like this from one of student(s) in photo + their name and age>.
With the help of multi-media presentations, seminars and live music, students explored why the world is so far off-track in meeting the fifth United Nations Millennium Development Goal of reducing maternal mortality by 75 per cent and achieving universal access to reproductive health services by 2015. GSF also offered practical suggestions of how students could make a difference.

At intervals, white ribbons were placed on the figure of a young pregnant woman – each one representing another woman dying in childbirth throughout the world while the forum was taking place. By the end of the event ribbons covered the figure like a funeral shroud.

‘Seeing those ribbons was a real eye-opener,’ said <insert name of second student +age and amplify/customise this quote>. ‘Having a niece of just six months, the problems facing young mums in other countries really hit home to me…………’

Since GSF’s inception in 2005 more than 4000 sixth formers have attended forums in London, Liverpool and Hull - returning to their schools to inform an estimated 200,000 fellow students of key global issues raised during the day. 

‘Our students have already discussed creative ways to tell their peers about the things they’ve learned,’ said <insert name of teacher>. ‘And, because the message is coming from them, it is likely to hit home much harder.’

(ends)

• Release issued for Global Student Forum by <insert your name> More info: <insert your phone number> GSF website: www.globalstudentforum.org
Notes for editors
1. The mission of Global Student Forum is to enable school students to critically explore contemporary development issues and their role as global citizens. In doing so we expect there will be changes in their knowledge, attitudes and actions and that they will be empowered to work towards a more just and sustainable world for everyone.

2. GSF is run by Damaris Global Learning and is funded by UKaid from the Department for International Development. GSF is also supported by Christian Aid, Restless Development and the Damaris Trust, and is currently working in partnership with the White Ribbon Alliance for Safe Motherhood to highlight the global maternal mortality crisis.

PHOTO CAPTION:

<insert names and ages of students left to right> place a ribbon on the figure of a young pregnant woman – each ribbon representing another woman dying in childbirth throughout the world while the Global Student Forum was taking place in London (Tue 28 June). By the end of the event the figure was covered in ribbons like a funeral shroud.
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